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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, DAVID WILLIAMSON, NASA 


. SUBJECT: Single Governmental Focal Point for Space Activities 


The attached memorandum brings up an old. but important subject 
which hasn't been discussed in polite company for a long time. I sug- 
gest that you and I prepare an acceptable draft NSDM and endorse it to 
the Manned Space Flight Policy Committee at the next Survey Applica~ 
tions. Coordinating SonTaes meshing. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF SPACE AND ENVIRUNMENTAL 
SCIENCES AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


SUBJECT: International Prospects and Problems in Remote Sensing 
of Earth Resources by Satellite 


Your draft on "International Prospects end Problems in Renote Sensing 
of Earth Resources by Satellite” presents a very well-ressoned approach 
to international participation in prospective progrems for renote 
sensing by satellite. Y asree with you completely that it is not too 
early to prepare for the growing domestic and foreign Interest that 
seeds likely to arise cn this subject. 


The draft also provides a thoughtful dlscussion of the many harvards 
inherent in a venture of this nature. One of the more important encng 
these is the general Lack of sn international weasurement ta dis stinguish 
between inforantion gathered for so-called "beneficlal purposes” and 

that which is econemic intellisence. Your suggestion to include maxim 
foreign participation-froa the very beginning in the Remote Sensing 
Progrem eculd be cne way to assist in reducing suspicion of the program's 
objective and of assuring optimum development in this endeavor. 


Pregl bora 


As you indicate in the draft, the best solution to international problems 
in thie field will evolve froa clear evidence that the program is 
econautcally scund and beneficlel. The step-by-step approach in the 
draft to heve the United Nations end selected countries particlpate in 
NASHs first experimental remote sensing satellite will certainly prove 
US’ sincerity in wanting international cocperation in this field end will 
assist materially in pcpulariving the cepabilities of the program. 


However, I do not see a need for a new Interagency comnuittee to coordinate 

US efforts in earth sensing at this time. As you know, the Department of 
Defense ecnsistently has sponsored the concent of a single governmental focal - 
point to monitor spece activities Specifically, we have suggested that. , 
the Nationel Aercnsutics and Space Administration (NASA), en active par- 
ticipant in international space efforts, should be the legical ogency for 
this responsibility. NASA eould be directed as the “action agency” in 

remote sensing by issuing a National Security Decision Memorandum (NSDM) 

to that effect. Once this was accomplished, the State Department could 

then negotiate directly with NASA on the political implicationg of 

such endeavors. 
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Finslly, I would prefer not to give a ccnclusive response to the draft 
until T have studied the recomendations of the President's Sysce Task 
Gram, concerning this and other neticne:l space matters and its proposed 
mations] space progran. As you recall, this Group was orgenl:ed by 
aireetion of the President end cperates under the leadership cf the Vice 
President. The cptinua US epproaech to the sensing program will be better 
defined after these studies are ctmpleted. 


We sincerely sppreclete the opportunity to review and coment ot your . 
draft paper end I assure you that the Department cf Defense will be 
happy to contribute, whenever eppropriste, to this very interesting 
subject. 


Leer 


ree rea 


G, Warren Mutter 
ASD/ISA 
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